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You may have noticed big changes 
in the look of  our website.

We have been working closely with 
Adult Social Care and the Family 
Information Service to re–brand 
the website to ensure it is a 1 point 
directory that contains all services 
that are relevant.

The Directory is FREE, online, one-
shop providing information advice 
and support on a wide range of  
services for adults, families and 
children in West Berkshire.

Please take time to browse and we would really 
appreciate your feedback which can be done 
using the tab on the right hand side of  the 
screen.

We haven’t given the Directory the launch it 
deserves but keep an eye out because it will 
happen!

https://directory.westberks.gov.uk

The West Berkshire Directory

The Disabled Children Register (DCR) is 
a secure database which aims to capture 
information about all children and young people 
aged 0-25 years with special educational needs 
and disabilities (SEND) in West Berkshire.  
The information that you give us will be used 
anonymously to show the use of  and demand 
for services in West Berkshire. We will use this 
information to help us to plan, monitor and 
develop appropriate facilities and services for 
disabled children and their families.

The DCR is managed by the West Berkshire 
Directory. Registering is voluntary but we would 
like to encourage as many of  you as possible 
to register so that we can get as clear a picture 
as possible of  the needs for services in West 
Berkshire.

To register you must complete a simple online 
form https://directory.westberks.gov.uk/kb5/
westberkshire/directory/register.page  which 
will allow you to provide us with details of  your 
child. We will be able to use your contact details 
to keep you up-to-date with developments in 
services and other relevant information for 
disabled children and young people.

Our NEW Disabled Children’s Register
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A brand new strategy for 
supporting children with special 
educational needs and disabilities 
(SEND) across West Berkshire is 
being published.

‘From birth to young adulthood’

The strategy sets out West 
Berkshire Council’s overarching 
vision and direction for the SEND 
services over the next five years. 
Its aim is for West Berkshire to 
be a place where every child or 
young person with SEND has a 
chance to succeed and where no 
one gets left behind. It sets out a 
commitment to ensuring that all 
young people with SEND reach 
their full potential and are effectively prepared 
for their life beyond school, training and further 
education. The new strategy has five key strands:

1.	Improving inclusion and education outcomes 
for children with SEND in Early Years settings 
and mainstream schools 

2.	Developing more local provision to meet the 
needs of  children with SEND

3.	Enabling young people with SEND to have 
good physical and mental health and 
wellbeing

4.	Improving Post-16 education, learning, 
employment and training 

5.	Improving transitions for young people 
with SEND to enable them to prepare for 
adulthood

In developing the new strategy, West Berkshire 
Council worked closely with parents and carers, 
schools, colleges, health partners and the 
voluntary and community sectors. Five groups 
were set up and met earlier this year to jointly 
identify and agree the priorities to focus on under 
each of  the five themes and the actions to be 
complete to achieve the objectives.

This is the result of  that comprehensive 
consultation process

http://info.westberks.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.
ashx?id=46306

The new West Berkshire SEND Strategy (From 
birth to young adulthood) can be found at:

https://search3.openobjects.com/
mediamanager/westberks/enterprise/files/send_
strategy_from_birth_to_young_adulthood.pdf

West Berkshire SEND Strategy

Our strategy for improving 
outcomes achieved by children 
and young people  with special 

education needs and / or 
disabilities 2018 - 2023

West Berkshire 
Council

“From birth 
to young 

adulthood”
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 A brand new cub pack has recently opened in 
Thatcham especially for children with additional 
needs.  Swings & Smiles has helped set-up 
4th Thatcham following feedback from families 
about what other services they would like to see.  
Some had tried attending other cub groups in 
the community but had found it hadn’t worked 
out whilst others were wanting a place for their 
children to build friendships whilst working 
towards badges and being part of  a wider 
movement.

The pack met for the first time in September 
and welcomed 12 boys and girls along to start 
working towards their promise and skills badges.  
The pack meet at Swings & Smiles and are 
lucky to be able to use lots of  the outdoor space 
so games and exploring are key parts of  the 
meetings. 

The pack is well supported by a number of  
volunteers and looks forward to another 4 
children joining in the new year. 

For more information contact: 
thatchamcubs4th@gmail.com

New cub pack
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The Castle 
School has been 
recognised for its 
work supporting 
careers education 
and helping 
young people into 
the world of  work. The organisation has been 
named the National Winner of  the SEND Careers 
Provision of  the Year award by the Careers & 
Enterprise Company

The Careers & Enterprise Company Annual 
Awards 2018 recognise and celebrate 
inspirational work being done by schools and 
colleges, employers, volunteers and careers 
professionals around England. 

A record number of  over 200 nominations where 
submitted for this year’s nine award categories, 
which were decided by panel of  independent 
expert judges. 

The World of  Work (WOW) Programme at 
The Castle School aims to raise the career 
aspirations of  students and support them 
in to work. Their three stage model of  Work 
Experience, Work Placements and Supported 
Internships provides a clear pathway to paid 
employment.  The team realise the importance 
of  supporting employers just as much as 
the students and this has been critical to the 
success of  the programme. 

They believe that any students with the drive and 
desire to work can gain paid employment no 
matter what personal challenges they may face.

The Careers & Enterprise Company was 
established by government in 2015 to help 
schools and colleges, employers, funders and 
careers programme providers to create high 
impact careers and enterprise support for young 
people. They aim to inspire and prepare young 
people for the fast-changing world of  work. The 
Company’s 2000+ Enterprise Adviser Network of  
business volunteers currently works in over half  
of  the country’s secondary schools and colleges

Claudia Harris, Chief Executive of The Careers 
& Enterprise Company, said:

“Preparing young people for the fast-
changing world of  work has never been 
more important. There is incredible work 
going on in schools, colleges, employers 
and more across the country. We hope these 
awards are a small way to say thank you and 
shine a light on this amazing work.”

Judge Nick Bowen, Principal at Horizon 
Community College and who sits on The 
Careers & Enterprise Company’s Headteacher 
Advisory Group, said:

“This year we had a record number of  
entries. It was a real challenge to pick the 
winners because of  the amazing quality of  
entries. This is a testament to the increasing 

The Castle School World of  Work wins award for 
work to support young people into careers
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excellence of  careers 
provision and partnership 
across the country. 
Projects/schools/colleges/
businesses/individuals like 
this are helping thousands 
of  young people to 
fulfil their futures. They 
should be very proud of  
themselves.”

Quote from the winner:

“The team are passionate 
about what they do and 
that is visible on a daily 
basis to all that they work 
with. To win this award is a 
fantastic recognition of  all 
of  the work that goes in to 
supporting students in to 
paid employment. For us, 
winning give us a great 
opportunity to share what 
we do in the hope that is will inspire others 
and continue to improve good practice 
across the SEND sector and beyond” James 
Whybra Assistant Head Teacher

The Castle School is one of  three regional 
winners in the SEND Careers Provision of  
the Year category. The Careers & Enterprise 
Company will announce which of  the three 
strong shortlist is the overall national winner at its 
Annual Conference on Wednesday 4 July 2018.

The judges for the awards included:

•	 Education consultant and former General 
Secretary of  the Association of  School and 
College Leaders, Brian Lightman

•	 Sharon Davies, Deputy Chief  Executive of  
Young Enterprise 

•	 Rachael Saunders, Education Director at 
Business in the Community 

•	 Nick Bowen, principal at Horizon Community 
College 

About The Careers & Enterprise 
Company

The Careers & Enterprise Company was set up 
by government in 2015 to inspire and prepare 
young people for the fast-changing world of  
work. We help to connect employers and schools 
in the fragmented landscape of  careers and 
enterprise, supporting programmes that work, 
filling gaps in provision and ensuring coverage 
across the country. 

The Company’s 2000+ Enterprise Adviser 
Network of  business volunteers currently 
works in over half  of  the country’s secondary 
schools and colleges, supported by more than 
100 trained Enterprise Coordinators who are 
co-funded with Local Enterprise Partnerships 
(LEPs).
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Thatcham Tornadoes Inclusive 
Football training sessions 
are held on the Astro Turf  
at Henwick Playing Fields, 
6.15pm - 7.15pm each Friday 
and will continue through to 
March at which point we will 
move to grass at an alternative 
venue locally.  

Thatcham Tornadoes Inclusive 
Football has been up and 
running since early 2017 
and over the course of  the 
summer we’ve had further 
developments to enhance 
our offering to children and 
families locally. 

•	 Have been acknowledged by the Berks 
and Bucks FA for our work and have been 
rewarded with the Berks and Bucks FA 
Disability Pledge status, something very few 
clubs locally have.

•	 We are also the first club to be accepted into 
the Berks and Bucks FA Inclusive program 
for children aged 4 - 8, more detail on this 
to follow.  This involved the club submitting 
an action plan, methodology statement 
and future planning statement as to our 
commitment to improving opportunities 
locally for children with physical or 
neurological challenges.

•	 We have had a steady increase in numbers 
in the main 8 - 12 year old group.

•	 We’ve also been specifically allocated 10 
hours of  coach tutor / mentoring from the 
Regional Coach Mentor, this will enable us 
to improve our coaching skillsets and thus 
improve the sessions for the children.

•	 More FA funding has been secured which 
will be used on additional equipment that will 
aid the players (and will solely be for the use 
of  the inclusive sessions).

Again, this is being provided at no cost to you 
and as a Community Club we are really trying 
as hard as possible to drive the message 
locally that all children, no matter what the 
circumstances, should have the opportunity to 
play a sport. 

Please spread this information with your friends 
who may have children that might also benefit 
from our sessions. 

Kind regards 

David Leno 
Vice Chairman 
Thatcham Tornadoes 

Email: davidleno@hotmail.com

Inclusive Football
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Sunshine and Showers Group 
 

Being the parent of a child with additional needs can be both 
rewarding and very hard work. Some days are full of sunshine, 

others you wait for the showers to pass. 
 
 
Come on into the WEST BERKS CENTRAL FAMILY WELLBEING HUB THATCHAM and talk with other 

parents about their own experiences and get information and support. 
 

Next meetings are: 
 

22nd November 18, 24th January 19, 14th March 19 
16th May 19, 11th July 19 

 
All on a Thursday 9.30am to 11.30am 

 
Melissa Hutchings the Autism Advisor for Families, West Berkshire,  

 Please come along if you have any questions for Melissa around autism / pre 
assessment concerns and stay for a coffee and chat. 

 
 
 

 
All parents who have children with additional needs are welcome, little ones are also welcome 
however please bring toys with you to keep them entertained as the centre a limited amount 

of toys available. 
 
 

Professionals and other Services / Organisations are also welcome to join us 
 

WEST BERKS CENTRAL FAMILY HUB THATCHAM (Previously the North Thatcham 
Children Centre) 

Park Lane  
 Thatcham 
 RG18 3PG 

    Tel: 01635 865318  
 

Melissa.hutchings@westberks.gov.uk 
or Melissa Hutchings  Tel: 01635 503646 
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Happy Days/Coles Diner 
 
I run the clubs voluntary and originally set this up due to my own son having autism, 
he is growing up and now he no longer attends the younger group. I still carry this on 
due to being passionate about supporting families similar to my own. This does 
mean it takes up a lot of my free time with admin and fundraising to keep it going - 
taking me away from my own family, I am not complaining I am just letting you know 
the reality behind the scenes. I get no funding for the club, it is not a charity, and it is 
just myself running it and fundraising keeping it going but I am happy doing this, I 
enjoy it greatly. I hope this helps you understand the club a little more, so the 
decision to make it a membership club will help secure fees for the clubs so it gives 
me a better idea of what I need to fundraise to keep it going. 
 
The membership is £35 for six months so this includes six sessions plus the 
Christmas Disco for the main child additional siblings are charged £25 for the first 
one and then £15 for the second, third etc.. Parents are still free. 
You won't be able to attend the Christmas Disco without membership. You will be 
able to bring extra family members at an extra cost of £5 per person to attend the 
disco. If you don't attend all the sessions you will not get refunded - the only time a 
refund will be issued if I have to cancel the session due to unforeseen 
circumstances. 
 
Membership will need to be renewed for March 2019 - August 2019 and this will be 
the same costings as above and includes six sessions plus a Summer day out. You 
won't be able to attend the summer date without membership but you will be able to 
bring extra family members at an extra cost of £5 per person to attend the Summer 
day out once announced - I will offer two dates and you will need to choose one of 
these to attend. 
 
Please also ask to join the Facebook group to keep up to date on what is happening: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1051543651537347/ 
 
 
Kiri-Lynn Gardner 
Activities Coordinator & Coles Diner Organiser 
Pupil Support & ASD / ADHD TA Specialism 
www.colesdiner.co.uk  Tweet us @ColesDiner 
www.facebook.com/ColesDiner 
Activities Mobile 07867 311 236 
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I have increased the subs to £5 per session this is to help cover costs. 
I’ve also made the clubs as a membership only, so this helps me cater 

more efficiently per session and to reduce waste. I will now have a 
maximum number to work with. If you don’t attend a session money will 
not be refunded unless I have had to cancel the session or event due to 

unforeseen circumstances—you will be notified of this in advance. 
 

You will have to become a member to attend the sessions, pay in 
advance and fill in the membership form for you to attend from 

September 2018. 
 

6 months membership:  
Sep 2018 —Feb 2019 including Christmas Disco 

£35 for the first child / £25 for the sibling / £15 each for extra siblings. 
Parents are still free but will need to be included on the                         

membership form please. 
 

This means that the Christmas Disco and the Summer Event will be  
incorporated in the memberships costs. 

 

I set up the club in January 2012 as a voluntary 
club helping families like ours. I am autistic myself and have two            
children one who is also on the spectrum. I work for a secondary 

school and have run a successful youth club since 2001 for young 
deaf teenagers who help volunteer along with myself at Happy Days 
/HD Gamers Den. I rely on fundraising to maintain Happy Days and I 
organise all this in my free time along side a full time job and family. 

Happy Days was born in the hope to help others and to provide a 
space once a month for children and young people across West     

Berkshire. The club is for children and young people on the               
autistic spectrum, deafness, ADHD and their families (siblings and 

parents) we all understand the difficulties and can support each other. 
It means we can be ourselves in a space to call our own. We don't 

judge and we don’t hide away from the fact that they we are all living 
with hidden disabilities.   

There are two groups: 

 Happy Days—a club with toys, crafts and a movie for              
children with ASC, Deafness or and ADHD aged 5-10 years old 

on a Monday once a month 4.30-6.30 pm 

 HD Gamers Den—a club with computer consoles and board 
games for young people with ASC, Deafness or and ADHD aged 

11-18 years old on a Tuesday once a month 6.30-8.30 pm 

Our Story 

 

  

Our Story 1 

Happy Days  
5-10 yrs  

2 

HD Gamers Den 
11-18 yrs 

3 

Membership 
Form 

4 & 5 

Contact details 6 

Fundraiser & 
special events 

6 

Where is it? 
Mary Hare School            
Secondary School             

opposite Snelsmore  
Common on the 
Wantage road. 

Postcode:  RG14 3BQ   
Whose there? 

KiriLynn, Dan, Finn 
and Tilly.  
Contact? 

KiriLynn Gardner 
Email preferable 

K.gardner@maryhare.
org.uk  
Cost? 

We are a voluntary 
club but rely on fund-
raising and donations 

all we ask is for a 
small fee of £3 per 
child,  parents are 
free as are siblings  

under 3 yrs old. 
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HAPPY DAYS 5-10 YRS OLD 
Happy Days runs once a month during term time and during some holidays for special 
events. It is for children aged 5—10 years old on the Autistic Spectrum, ADHD, or have 

deafness, along with their siblings and parents.  
 

Please see membership details regarding the club from September the 
following is included in the fees. 

 
Monday 10th September = Back to School Activities  
Tonight we will design our own pencil case or PE bag—paint or draw on 
your own designs. Hot dogs for tea, veg sticks, biscuits and ice lollies. 

 
Monday 8th October = Butterflies, Bugs and Beetles  
We will make our own butterflies, bugs and beetles. As well as toys and 

movie in the chill room. Pizza, veg sticks, biscuits and cake for tea. 
 

Saturday 3rd November = Christmas Disco Thatcham 
Christmas Disco with Secret Raffle and party food held at Thatcham             

Rugby Club in Henwick. 
 

Monday 12th November = Lantern Crafts  
Tonight we will make our own paper lanterns, play games and enjoy a 

movie in the chill. Sausages, chips, veg sticks, biscuits and cake for tea. 
 

Monday  10th December = Christmas Crafts & Santa 
We will get a special visit today from Santa and you can visit him in his 

grotto. We will have a party buffet tea tonight with Christmas treats, 
 

Monday 14th January = Happy Days 7th Birthday 
Happy Days is turning 7! We will have party games as well as toys and 
movie in the chill room. Toasties, veg sticks, biscuits and cake for tea. 

 
Monday  11th February = Cars, Trains and planes 

Lots of cars, trains and plane sets to play with today. As well as crafts and 
movie in the chill room. Hot dog, veg sticks, biscuits and cake for tea. 
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Date: 21st January 2019 
 Venue: Thatcham Baptist Church 

 
9.45pm – 12.15 pm 

 
Executive functions are skills that are used for: 

 
• Planning and doing tasks 

• Organising  
• Regulating behaviour 

• Working memory 
• Impulse control 

• Attention 
 

Within all of these areas our young people can have difficulties, this workshop 
aims to help us explore and under these skills further and how best we can 

support our children. 
 

Presenters: 
Melissa Hutchings 
Lesley Botchway 

 
Please contact Admin to book a place on:   01635 503646 

Or email Melissa melissa.hutchings@westberks.gov.uk 

Autism and Executive 
Function Skills  
 

NEW 
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Being run in partnership with 
 

 
17th Jan 19 – Understanding 
Self–Regulation Skills 
 
28th March – Understanding Behaviour and how 
best to support our young people 
 
6th June – Sensory Processing Difficulties – What 
does it mean? 
 

 
10am  to 12noon at the Mencap Centre, Enbourne Rd 
 
 
All workshops are run by Melissa Hutchings – Autism Advisor for Families 
 

 
Please contact Admin to book a place on:   01635 503646 

Or email Learning Support Team 
LearningSupportTeam@westberks.gov.uk  

Parent Workshops for SEND 
Families and those waiting for 
an ASD assessment.  
 

Contact Details:  
Melissa Tel: 01635 503652 or 
melissa.hutchings@westberks.gov.uk 
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Interval 
A weekly drama group for young people to take time out, to connect, and to play 

Interval 
A weekly drama group for young people to take time out, to connect, and to play 

Where and when will it happen? 

Sessions are at The Watermill Theatre, 
Newbury on Thursdays, 4pm until 
5.30pm.   

Doors open at 3.30pm for a chance to 
unwind and catch up over some snacks, 
before the session starts. 

Sessions are free and we might be able 
to help with travel if you can’t get to us. 

 

What next? 

For more information, and to book your 
place, call  Lixi on 01635 570918 or visit 
www.watermill.org.uk/interval 

in . ter . val noun 

1. A break, a pause, a rest 

2. The space between two points 

 

If you’d like some time each week to clear your 
head, use your imagination, and explore your 
world, Interval could be for you. 

Each session will be playful, creative, and 
different, using all the fun of drama with none 
of the pressure… 
 

Who is it for? 

Young people aged 12 to 16 who have added 
complications in their lives. 

The Watermill Theatre is supported by Arts Council England, West Berkshire Council, and other committed sponsors. 

Where and when will it happen? 

Sessions are at The Watermill Theatre, 
Newbury on Thursdays, 4pm until 
5.30pm.   

Doors open at 3.30pm for a chance to 
unwind and catch up over some snacks, 
before the session starts. 

Sessions are free and we might be able 
to help with travel if you can’t get to us. 

 

What next? 

For more information, and to book your 
place, call  Lixi on 01635 570918 or visit 
www.watermill.org.uk/interval 

in . ter . val noun 

1. A break, a pause, a rest 

2. The space between two points 

 

If you’d like some time each week to clear your 
head, use your imagination, and explore your 
world, Interval could be for you. 

Each session will be playful, creative, and 
different, using all the fun of drama with none 
of the pressure… 
 

Who is it for? 

Young people aged 12 to 16 who have added 
complications in their lives. 

The Watermill Theatre is supported by Arts Council England, West Berkshire Council, and other committed sponsors. 
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Scene Change
A monthly drama workshop for adults 
who, for whatever reason, could use  
a change of scene.

For dates and more information,  
visit watermill.org.uk/scene_change
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The Watermill Theatre welcomes you to join our 
monthly drama workshop, whether you are a 
carer, recently bereaved, struggling to get back 
into the community, being supported by mental 
health services, or just need a change of scene.

When did you last play?

How do actors deal with stage fright, anxiety  
and pressure?

As we listen, laugh and learn, your skills and 
confidence will build within a supportive and 
encouraging group.

Each session is stand-alone, so there is no 
obligation to come every time, but for those who 
attend regularly, topics will vary month to month. 

Whatever your yesterday, you can leave 
your everyday at the door to express 
yourself, stretch your imagination,  
and relax with fellow Scene Changers.

Familiarisation Visits

For many of us, trying something new, with new 
people, in a new place, can be daunting. We will 
hold a tour before every monthly session at The 
Watermill, after which you are welcome to stay for 
the workshop or carry on with your day. Please 
visit the website for up to date details.

For more information call 01635 570918   
or visit watermill.org.uk/scene_change

Scene Change

Generously supported by

The Watermill Theatre is generously supported by 
Arts Council England and West Berkshire Council
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 Ad Lib Weekly drama group for 
young people with autism 
spectrum conditions 

 Ad Lib Weekly drama group for 
young people with autism 
spectrum conditions 

What is Ad Lib? 

 All of our youth theatre activities at The Watermill are autism-friendly.  Ad Lib is especially 
 for young people aged 9 to 16 who have autism spectrum conditions, their siblings, their 
 friends and their friends-to-be. 

Who is it for? 

 Whether you have a diagnosis of autism, are waiting for one, or are keen to play alongside 
 someone who sees the world differently, you are welcome. 

How will it work? 

 Using drama and theatre games, you’ll build your communication and social skills, make 
 new friends, and have plenty of fun. 

Where and when will it happen? 

 Sessions are at Swings & Smiles in Thatcham on Thursdays, 7pm until 8.30pm. 

What next? 

 For more information, including a Visual Story about Ad Lib, and to book your place, call 
 Lixi on 01635 570918 or visit www.watermill.org.uk/ad_lib 

 

The Watermill Theatre is generously supported by Arts Council England,       
West Berkshire Council, and other committed sponsors 

What is Ad Lib? 

 All of our youth theatre activities at The Watermill are autism-friendly.  Ad Lib is especially 
 for young people aged 9 to 16 who have autism spectrum conditions, their siblings, their 
 friends and their friends-to-be. 

Who is it for? 

 Whether you have a diagnosis of autism, are waiting for one, or are keen to play alongside 
 someone who sees the world differently, you are welcome. 

How will it work? 

 Using drama and theatre games, you’ll build your communication and social skills, make 
 new friends, and have plenty of fun. 

Where and when will it happen? 

 Sessions are at Swings & Smiles in Thatcham on Thursdays, 7pm until 8.30pm. 

What next? 

 For more information, including a Visual Story about Ad Lib, and to book your place, call 
 Lixi on 01635 570918 or visit www.watermill.org.uk/ad_lib 

 

The Watermill Theatre is generously supported by Arts Council England,       
West Berkshire Council, and other committed sponsors 
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Where and when will it happen? 

Sessions will be at The Watermill Theatre, 
Newbury on Tuesdays, 4pm until 5pm. 

   

Doors open at 3.30pm for a chance to 
unwind and catch up over some snacks, 
before the session starts. 

Sessions are free and we might be able 
to help with travel if you can’t get to us. 

 

What next? 

For more information, and to book your 
place, call  Lixi on 01635 570918 or visit 
www.watermill.org.uk/interval 

In theatre, an interlude is a moment of 
distraction, a break from the norm, 
literally ‘playing in between’. 

So join us at Interlude to be distracted (or 
distracting!), have a break, and play! 

 

Whether you love being in the spotlight or 
have never tried drama before, everyone has 
an imagination and that’s all you need. 

 

Who is it for? 

Young people aged 5 to 11 who have added 
complications in their lives. 

The Watermill Theatre is supported by Arts Council England, West Berkshire Council, and other committed sponsors. 

Where and when will it happen? 

Sessions will be at The Watermill Theatre, 
Newbury on Tuesdays, 4pm until 5pm. 

   

Doors open at 3.30pm for a chance to 
unwind and catch up over some snacks, 
before the session starts. 

Sessions are free and we might be able 
to help with travel if you can’t get to us. 

 

What next? 

For more information, and to book your 
place, call  Lixi on 01635 570918 or visit 
www.watermill.org.uk/interval 
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